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The history and evolution of the Shell logo, the Pecten, which has, for over 100 years, given the Shell brand a distinctive identity. 
Evolution of the Pecten Transcript

[Background music plays]
The Sound of Shell adaptation.
Narrator begins speaking
[Narrator]
This is the history of one of the world’s most recognized symbols, the Shell logo, otherwise known as the Pecten. 
[Text displays]

The Pecten The History of the Shell Logo
[Graphic]
Centre-framed white outline of the Pecten on a pale grey background, which remains the background throughout this video. 
[Narrator]
In 1897, Marcus Samuel and company formed the Shell Transport and Trading Company. This small London business originally dealt in antiques and seashells which were popular with the Victorians. 
[Text displays]

Marcus Samuel

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical black and white still shot of Marcus Samuel.
[Narrator]
The mussel shell design, created in 1901, was the first company logo. 
[Graphic]

Centre-framed black and white graphic of the historical mussel shell design of the Shell logo.
[Narrator]
Every Shell Transport and Trading Company tanker was actually named after a different sea shell. 

[Text displays]

The Murex

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical still shot of one of Shell’s tankers, The Murex, at sea, with text displaying below.
[Narrator]
And in 1904, the Shell emblem was changed to a scallop shell. 

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical black and white graphic of the first scallop shell design of the Shell logo; the shell is white with a black background. 
[Narrator]
The family coat of arms of Mr Graham, a Director of the Shell Transport and Trading Company, was a St James shell. 

[Graphic]

Centre-framed black and white graphic of the historical St James scallop design of the Shell logo, with Mr Graham’s coat of arms incorporated into the design; the shell and coat of arms are black against a white background with a black border. 
[Narrator]
And it is possible that it was he that suggested using the shell symbol as a logo. 

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical black and white graphic of the next version of the scallop design of the Shell logo, this shell shaded in both white and black. 
[Narrator]
The Shell logo soon became known as the Pecten. Pecten is the Latin word for comb or rake and is used to describe the scallop group of shells. 

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical black and white graphic of the next version of the Pecten, again shaded in white and black, but with cleaner, sharper lines than the previous version.
[Narrator]
In 1948, colour and lettering were introduced to the logo. In fact, the colour red was used by the company from the late 19th century. Fuel was transported in tin containers painted red. Red was also a bright colour that helped to distinguish Shell’s brand against competing companies and garages. 

[Text displays]

Shell

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical red and yellow graphic of the Pecten – a yellow shell with red outline and shading. The word “Shell” displays in white at the centre of the graphic.
[Narrator]
By 1955, red lettering for Shell was incorporated into the design of the logo. 
[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical red and yellow graphic of the next version of the Pecten – a yellow shell with red outline and shading, again using cleaner and sharper lines than the previous version. The word “Shell” displays in red at the centre of the graphic.
[Narrator]
And then, in 1961, the Shell logo was again revised. The Shell emblem has changed over the years, in line with trends in graphic design. 

[Text displays]

Shell

[Graphic]

Centre-framed historical red and yellow graphic of the next version of the Pecten – a yellow shell with red outline and shading, designed against a solid red background. The word “Shell” displays in red at the centre of the graphic.
[Narrator]
The designer, Raymond Lowey, created the current logo which was introduced in 1971. 

[Text displays]

Shell

[Graphic]

Centre-framed red and yellow graphic of the Pecten as we now know it – a yellow shell with red lines for shading and a bold red outline. The word “Shell” displays in red below the graphic.
[Narrator]
By 1992, the Pecten and the Shell lettering were separated. The logo had become so recognisable that it no longer needed a name to identify it. 

[Text displays]

Shell

[Graphic]

Centre-framed red and yellow graphic of the current Pecten with the word “Shell” displaying in red below the graphic, as per the previous version, but with brighter shades of red and yellow. 
[Narrator]
The new bright Shell red and yellow colours were also introduced. For more than 100 years, the Pecten has given the Shell brand a distinctive identity and remains as one of the world’s most recognized symbols. 

[Graphic]

Centre-framed red and yellow graphic of the current Pecten, with a faint white outline on the outside of the bold red border of the scallop. 
[Audio]

Shell brand mnemonic, string version. 
